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A R C H I T E C T U R E  I N  M I N D :  f r o m  b i o - p o l i t i c s  t o  n o o - p o l i t i c s   c o l l o q u i u m  i n v i t e s  

t h i n k e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f   p o l i t i c a l  a n d  a e s t h e t i c  p h i l o s o p h y ,  n e u r o s c i e n c e ,  s o c i o -

c u l t u r a l  t h e o r y  a n d   v i s u a l  &  s p a t i a l  t h e o r i s t s  a n d  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  s u c h  a s  a r c h i t e c t s ,  

u r b a n i s t  a n d  a r t i s t .   T w o  g e n e r a l  c o n c e p t s  w i l l  g u i d e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n :   F i r s t ,   

p l a s t i c i t y ,   g e n e r a l l y  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  i d e a  o f  m u t a b i l i t y ,  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

i n h e r e n t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c h a n g e  w h e t h e r  p r o d u c t i v e  o r  p r o h i b i t i v e ,  p o s i t i v e  o r  

n e g a t i v e .  F o r  s o m e  t h i s  c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  n o t i o n ;   f o r  o t h e r s  a  

p r o p e r t y  o f  b r a i n ;  f o r  o t h e r s  s t i l l  a  m e t a p h o r i c  o r  d i a g r a m m a t i c  c o n c e p t   a p p l i e d  

t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  s u r r o u n d i n g  b u i l t  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s p a t i a l  a n a l y s i s  a n d  

d e s i g n .  S e c o n d ,  n o o - p o w e r ,  u n d e r s t o o d  g e n e r a l l y  a s  a  p o w e r  e x e r t e d  o v e r  t h e  l i f e  

o f  t h e  m i n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e m o r y  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  w h i c h  t o g e t h e r  f o r m  t h e  e v e r  e v o l v i n g  

c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  i n t e l l e c t  ( n o u s ) .  F o r  s o m e  t h i s  w i l l  b e  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  

c u r r e n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  ‘ n o o - p o l i t i c s ’  a n d  ‘ s o c i e t i e s  o f  c o n t r o l ’ ;  f o r  

o t h e r s  t h e  t e r m  w i l l  i n d i c a t e   t h e  w a y s  a n d  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  n e u r o b i o l o g i c a l  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  m a y  b e  r e c o n f i g u r e d ;  f o r  o t h e r s  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a  n e w  a n d  y e t  u n c o n s i d -

e r e d  c o n c e p t  w i t h  r e s p e c t s  t o  b u i l t  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a n d  s p a t i a l  a n a l y s i s  a n d  d e s i g n ,  

a n d  t h i s ,  i s  p r e c i s e l y  o n e  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  a i m s  o f  t h i s  c o l l o q u i a  –  t o  b r i n g  a n  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  i s s u e s  t o  t h e  f o r e  w i t h  r e s p e c t s  t o  

t h i n k i n g  o n  t h e  C i t y .  
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DELFT SCHOOL OF DESIGN TRANS_THINKING THE CITY SERIES
The  a im o f  the  T rans_Th ink ing  se r ies  i s  to  b r ing  toge the r  exper ts  
and  scho la rs  i n  bo th  the  sc iences  and  the  human i t i es  to  d i scuss  
i ssues   o f  re levance  to  cu r ren t  a rch i tec tu re  and  u rban  p rac t i ces ;  
i ssues  e f fec t ing  ou r  c i t i es ,  po l i s ,  e thos ,  commun i t i es .   
T rans_Th ink ing   i s  a  te rm emp loyed  to  i nd ica te  a  new mode  o f
 i n te l l ec tua l  ac t i v i t y ,  t h ink ing  as  pa r t  o f  men ta l  mechan ism b rough t  
to  bear  on  emergen t  f i e lds  in  bo th  theore t i ca l  d i scourse  and  p rac t i ce  
based  ac t i v i t i es  opera t ing  a t  the  marg ins  o f  wha t  has  o f ten  been  
re fe r red  to  as  t rans -d isc ip l i na r i t y .  As  such ,  T rans_Th ink ing  a t tempts  
to  th ink   i n  the  in te rva ls  be tween  a r t ,  t echno logy ,   po l i t i cs ,  sc ience  
and  ph i l osophy  –  be tween  the  so  ca l l ed  emp i r i ca l  and  specu la t i ve .

Th is  co l l oqu ium i s  open  to  the  pub l i c ,  t o  reg is te r  to  a t tend  p lease  
send  an  ema i l  t o :dsd-bk@tudel f t .n l  -  p lease  p lace  in  the  sub jec t  l i ne :
‘Reg is te r :  T rans  Th ink ing :  A rch i tec tu re  in  M ind ’ .
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